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Working Together Gets The Job Done
By Rick Nelson, General Manager

	 It was an exciting day on 
December 13th, as residents of the 
Mullen area gathered at the Lariat 
Gym to dedicate an early weather 
alert warning system installed on 
Custer District’s tower south of town. 
The event was a culmination of 
many years of persistence working 
with USDA on a grant to purchase 
a transmitter for use by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), National Weather 
service. The transmitter began 
broadcasting in test mode Decem-
ber 12th.  

     	 The grant process started back in 2001 
when Custer pursued installing a weather trans-
mitter on a tower south of Mullen. This ýrst at-
tempt was not successful. A second attempt was 
made in 2004 when Custer installed a new tower 
south of Mullen for the District’s own communica-
tions equipment. This provided an opportunity 
to submit the grant, however, funding was not 
received until early in 2007.

     	 “Making this transmitter a reality was truly 
a cooperative effort of the public and private 
sectors,” said Debra Blondin, Weather Service 
North Platte Ofýce, ñWe at the North Platte fore-
cast ofýce are grateful to all those who helped 
make it a reality. Area residents now have a direct 
line of communication from our ofýce through 
which they can get the latest forecast and warn-

ings of weather events that could 
impact their safety and well being. 
A partnership between the Na-
tional Weather Service out of North 
Platte, USDA rural Development 
and Custer Public Power District 
has provided one of the last spots in 
Nebraska to have the weather alert 
system installed.”
 
		 Fire Chief Dan Daly thanked 
Custer District for their commitment 
to making Mullen a safer community 
by improving overall communication 
systems for their emergency service 

personnel.

	 Our thanks to the community, government 
representatives, and media from Broken Bow 
and North Platte for their support in making the 
dedication a great event. With the assistance of a 
skilled driver, Kendra Potter, KNOP News 2 from 
North Platte, braved the weather making a trip to 
the tower site for footage shown later that eve-
ning on KNOP News 2. Ellen Mortensen, Chief 
managing editor wrote a great article about the 
project. Complementing the article were photos 
and interviews with the audience, taken by Deb 
McCaslin, Chief publisher. 

Together we have the power to make a difference.
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Mullen NOAA All Hazards Weather Radio Dedication

Winners of a weather radio were: Tony Corbin, Jodi Jacobs, Jeff 
Hoesing, and John Frazey

Pictured above from left to right: Brian Hirsch, Andre 
Boening, and Rick Nelson

NOAA All Hazards Weather Radio Dedication

	 A new NOAA Weather Radio Transmitter 
has been installed near Mullen, Nebraska. This 
transmitter operates on a frequency of 162.425 
megahertz and will alert for hazardous watches 
and warnings for Cherry, Grant, Hooker, McPher-
son, and Thomas counties. Transmission is now 
running continuously 24 hours a day and reaches 
a 40-45 miles radius. By going to the website it is 
possible for residents to sign up for text messag-
ing.

	 USDA Rural Development Ofýce represen-
tative Andre Boening, explained, “Deaths during 
storms in the ‘90’s could have been prevented in 
rural areas had a weather radio transmitter been 
available. The federal government was deter-
mined not to let that happen again, which is how 
the Department of Agriculture got involved in the 
grant program.” 

	 Brian Hirsch, Meteorologist in Charge at 
the North Platte said, “This project is an excellent 
example of how important it is to be persistent 
when working with the government. The grant 
was for $60,000, which improves safety in this 
community. The winter storms last December 
and January had a lead-time of 20 hours. That is 
a signiýcant amount of time, but when we come 
to severe thunderstorms and tornadoes minutes 
count, and a weather radio in Mullen’s area will 
provide immediate broadcasts of those warnings. 
The minute the warning goes off, the radio wakes 
up and sends an alert.”

	 Approximately 60 members of the commu-
nity were in attendance for the dedication as well 
as media. Four lucky people won a weather radio 
during a rafþe at the end of the dedication, donat-
ed by Custer Public Power. Deb McCaslin, editor 
of the Custer County Chief donated her radio for 
use at the Lariat Gym.

Easter is Early This Year

We hope you are enjoying your 2008 Custer PPD calendar.  Unfortunately, a few calendars got mailed that 
weren’t perfect. The printers collating machine developed a little glitch, dropping some pages and putting 
others with the wrong months. Thanks to customers Gail Mattox and Alice Chalupa from the Sargent area 
for making us aware of the mishap. Alice said, “I knew something was wrong when I saw St. Patrick’s Day 
in January. It’s true that Easter is celebrated early this year, but not in January.” We are sorry for the mis-
hap. If you received a calendar with Easter in January, call or stop by the ofýce and we will replace it. 




