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Our Message
By Rick Nelson, General Manager

Our message is reaching our elected 
ofýcials. With our efforts they are 
hearing the concerns facing our rural 
communities and our energy supply. 
You are doing your part and we are 
doing ours. Iôve been on the radio 
(95.3 KBBN and 1280 KCNI) and have 
written letters to the editor in both 
May and June talking about the need 
for our voice to be heard on energy 
issues. This is the time to ask our 
elected ofýcials some hard questions.

I want to thank everybody who took 
the time to log on to ourenergy.coop 
and send a note to your elected of-
ýcials. Custer Public Power had over 120 emails sent 
to Washington D.C. 

Debate happened on climate change legislation in 
June and our voice was heard. ñéby sticking togeth-
er and making our voices heard on Capitol Hill, we 
have shown the power that comes with representing 
consumers,” said Glenn English, National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association CEO. This is the power 
of our voice. 

If you havenôt already, please take a little time to 
send a note to your Federal Representatives asking 
them what they are doing to make sure we have the 
electricity we need in the future. Again, an easy way 
to do this is to log onto ourenergy.coop and follow 
the links to send a note to your representative.

Our country faces a crisis as electricity use increases 
faster than available supply. I believe that good old 
American innovation can solve this problem. What 
we need to know is what our representatives are do-

ing to speed the development of new 
technology, which will allow us to have 
the electric power we need while meet-
ing national climate change goals. The 
Federal government needs to increase 
funding to develop new technologies to 
help us reduce carbon emissions from 
power plants – letting us meet current 
debated environmental goals to com-
bat climate change while meeting our 
countryôs demand for electricity.

I know it takes a little time to get in-
volved, but we need our voices heard. 
We need to ýnd solutions to technology 
hurdles that will help us reduce carbon 

emissions.

As we move forward this year, weôll be talking about 
these issues and more questions that we need to ask 
our representatives. If you can receive 95.3 KBBN, 
please tune in at 8:00 a.m. on July 8th. I will be talk-
ing about our energy and energy efýciency. 

Climate change legislation will be monumental and 
could be the largest tax increase in history. No matter 
how you unwrap this complicated issue, in the end 
it comes down to another tax on every person who 
buys electricity. Thatôs correct, I did say tax. There-
fore, we need to make sure that it doesnôt have a 
negative impact on our economy, our jobs and our 
future.

At Custer, our mission is to safely deliver electricity 
to our customer/owners, keep the District in a sound 
ýnancial position, and exceed expectations in service 
and reliability.  It is our energy and our future. To-
gether we have the power to make a difference.
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	 Hardships and happiness. Joy and tragedy.  The essence of frontier life 
as lived by her grandparents at the end of the nineteenth century is the basis 
of Sandra Mannôs newest book Promisers Big which is available on Amazon.
com.

	 “Mama, why did your family call Papa ‘promiser big?’  Didn’t they like 
him?”
	 “Sweetheart, you need to know there are all kinds of people in the world, 
and some can’t be trusted. At home, we always said ‘Promiser Big, Keeper 
Little’ when someone would make big claims and then not be there to do what 
he said. Be careful about believing everything you hear.”
	 “Mama, how can I know the difference?”
 	 “That is a hard question, and the best I can say is listen with your heart”. 

	 This is a story of a tenacious mother and a resilient little girl who both 
listen with their hearts. Diagnosed with a terminal illness, Maria Soehl set 
about preparing her daughter for life without her. Darlene, in turn, was deter-
mined to ýll her motherôs remaining time with happy moments. 

	 Together, they travel the harsh landscape of loss and sorrow on their ranch in Arthur County to ý-
nally come to a place of peace. As Darlene continues in her life journey, she encounters people and events 
that test her very foundation. Maria would have been proud.

	 Sandra Mann was always fascinated by the stories her mother Darlene  told about her mother. At 
the center of each tale was a strong German immigrant woman who faced head-on each of the challenges 
presented by the Western way of life.  

	 Corporate Cowboy, Mannôs ýrst book, also draws on her Western heritage to spin a tale of courage 
and hope. Authentic characters and events in both books combine to create a nostalgic glimpse of rural life 
while illustrating the universal elements of human nature. 

	 ñI had two entirely different motivations for these books. My Corporate Cowboy book is an examina-
tion of how we learn and teach our values. The main character grows up in a rural setting and goes on to 
succeed in the corporate world. As he attains material success, he is disappointed to realize all his money 
and possessions donôt automatically make him happy. He then makes a mental journey to discover what is 
missing.ò

	 Mann continued, ñSeveral of my friends are thinkers more than readers, so I created a straight-for-
ward book to appeal to their wisdom. Even though that formula worked the ýrst time around, I set out in an 
entirely different direction with my next book. I intend for Promisers to appeal to those who appreciate writ-
ing which tells a good story while conveying historical facts. Iôm satisýed with how they both turned out.ò

	 Sandra Helmer Mann grew up on a ranch in Arthur County which included a portion of the Soehl 
land which Maria acquired. Her brother Gary Helmer and his family  continue the ranching operation begun 
by their parents. 

	 Gaylord and Sandra Mann operate the original Mann ranch in Loup County which received the 
Ak-Sar-Ben Pioneer award in 2006.  Author Sandra Mann can be contacted at smann@nctc.net.

	 Editors Note:  The Mann Ranch has been served by Custer Power for over 50 years.  Sandra has 
been a regular contributor to the CPPD Calendar Project.

Promisers Big
Life Becomes History
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