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Technology is Key in Keeping the Lights On

By Rick Nelson, General Manager

Right now, there are a lot of
“what-ifs” surrounding electric
power. As a nation, we need to add
more generating resources to meet
growing electric consumption.

As your provider of safe, afford-
able, and reliable power, it's our job
to make prudent, long-term energy
decisions that will beneyt you and
the communities we serve for de-
cades to come. But today those
decisions are mixed up with politics
like never before. Every question of
supplying power is being impacted
by the debate surrounding how best
to meet climate change goals. Policy limiting car-
bon dioxide emissions is becoming more likely.

Massive investments in new technology will be
required Tand soon T to ynd a balance in meet-
ing both our energy and climate change goals.
The Electric Power Research Institute estimates
it will take a research investment of $1.4 billion a
year from now until 2030 to develop new technol-
ogy such as carbon capture and storage for our
power plants.

Recently President Bush delivered a speech
that emphasized technology as a way to slow
the growth of green house gas emissions from
the power sector. “There are a number of ways
to achieve these reductions, but all responsible
approaches depend on accelerating the develop-
ment and deployment of new technologies, “ said
Bush.

Once we add this advanced technology to
the equation, we can develop power plants that
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burn coal and isolate carbon diox-
ide emissions. The gas can then be
compressed and pumped for per-
manent storage deep underground.
Many experts believe that with the
right ynancial commitment from the
federal government, cost-effective
carbon capture and storage tech-
nology could become commercially
available around 2020.

But this is just one potential
piece of the puzzle, and until our
elected ofycials agree to increase
the necessary funding, uncertainty
remains. President Bush warned,
“Bad Legislation would impose tremendous costs
on our economy and on American families with-
out accomplishing the important climate change
goals we share.”

At Custer Public Power District, we are dedi-
cated to keeping you supplied with reliable and
affordable electricity. We joined other rural elec-
trics across the country, in a grassroots cam-
paign called “Our Energy, Our Future” to start a
dialogue with lawmakers about critical questions
such as technology’s role in our energy future.
Please visit www.ourenergy.coop to contact your
elected ofycials and add your voice to the cam-

agday

june 14

June 2008






