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Technology is Key in Keeping the Lights On
By Rick Nelson, General Manager

     Right now, there are a lot of 
“what-ifs” surrounding electric 
power. As a nation, we need to add 
more generating resources to meet 
growing electric consumption.
     As your provider of safe, afford-
able, and reliable power, it’s our job 
to make prudent, long-term energy 
decisions that will beneýt you and 
the communities we serve for de-
cades to come. But today those 
decisions are mixed up with politics 
like never before. Every question of 
supplying power is being impacted 
by the debate surrounding how best 
to meet climate change goals. Policy limiting car-
bon dioxide emissions is becoming more likely.
     Massive investments in new technology will be 
required ïand soon ï to ýnd a balance in meet-
ing both our energy and climate change goals. 
The Electric Power Research Institute estimates 
it will take a research investment of $1.4 billion a 
year from now until 2030 to develop new technol-
ogy such as carbon capture and storage for our 
power plants.
     Recently President Bush delivered a speech 
that emphasized technology as a way to slow 
the growth of green house gas emissions from 
the power sector.  “There are a number of ways 
to achieve these reductions, but all responsible 
approaches depend on accelerating the develop-
ment and deployment of new technologies, “ said 
Bush.
     Once we add this advanced technology to 
the equation, we can develop power plants that 

burn coal and isolate carbon diox-
ide emissions. The gas can then be 
compressed and pumped for per-
manent storage deep underground. 
Many experts believe that with the 
right ýnancial commitment from the 
federal government, cost-effective 
carbon capture and storage tech-
nology could become commercially 
available around 2020.
     But this is just one potential 
piece of the puzzle, and until our 
elected ofýcials agree to increase 
the necessary funding, uncertainty 
remains.  President Bush warned, 

“Bad Legislation would impose tremendous costs 
on our economy and on American families with-
out accomplishing the important climate change 
goals we share.”  
     At Custer Public Power District, we are dedi-
cated to keeping you supplied with reliable and 
affordable electricity. We joined other rural elec-
trics across the country, in a grassroots cam-
paign called “Our Energy, Our Future” to start a 
dialogue with lawmakers about critical questions 
such as technology’s role in our energy future. 
Please visit www.ourenergy.coop to contact your 
elected ofýcials and add your voice to the cam-
paign.
 



12-B                                          Custer Public Power District		                          June 2008

POWER DRIVE GEARS UP AT LOCAL RALLIES

The Litchýeld Power Drive Team started the year with the ambitious goal of building two electric cars, 
an advanced and a standard car. Both cars were taken to the time trials in Hastings. The advanced 
car did well, staying on the two-mile track with windy conditions for the entire hour. Unfortunately, the 
standard car had steering problems and did not run. The standard car competed in three events at 
North Platte, Kearney, and the State Championship Rally in Paciýc Junction, Iowa.  The North Platte 
experience was deýnitely a learning experience and the pit crew was kept busy. The team ýnished in 
third place, which made all the effort worthwhile. Plus, they got the Award for the Best Pit Crew.  The 
Kearney race started out with a problem that required a trip back to Litchýeld for parts. The team was 
able to ýx the car, ran in the second heat, receiving second place in the ñoverallò category.  At State, 
all went well.  The weather was windy and cold, but the sky was blue. The team was able to compete 
in the maneuverability, braking, and the endurance races.  Of the thirty-two standard cars in competi-
tion in the state, they ýnished third in points for documentation and ýfth in overall points. The team put 
in many long hours but had a lot of fun building and learning.

Stapleton High School ran their standard electric vehicle at 
North Platte and Kearney. Their car ran well in the Bulldog 
Classic in North Platte and completed the endurance race. 
The Kearney track was slightly more challenging as it was 
a rough track causing part of the steering to go out due to 
vibration. Omaha Public Power district established Power 
Drive in 1998 give high school students a hands-on chance 
to apply their studies and to promote interest in automo-
tive, electric and engineering technologies. Nebraska Pub-
lic Power District added its resources and has remained a 
valuable Power Drive partner. Custer Public Power is proud 
to sponsor the teams in our service area. Stapleton High 
School has participated in the program since it began.

The Litchýeld Team ï Kendel Kusek, David Brandt, Jason Lichtenberger, Trevor Kohls, Brett Kramer, Tyson Sekutera, Eric 
Panowicz, Logan Snow, Austin Nilsen, Blake Siegel, Nathan Pickering, Andrew Reynolds, Andrew Kittoe, and Melissa 
Bucher. Instructor Gordon Eggers and assistant D.R. Friskopp (not pictured).

The Stapleton Team ï Justin Peterson, Andrew 
Dailey, Bronc Barnum, Garrett Hyde, Chris Neal, 
Justin Ehlers and Garrett Peterson. Instructor 
Bud Harvey (not pictured).




