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     January 2018

Custer Public Power District
Board of Directors, Management, & Staff

Wish you, 
our customer/owner a Happy New Year!

Organized on September 19, 1944 to bring 
electricity to the rural homes, ranches, and farms in 

our service territory - proudly serving you.
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For more information about how to use a portable generator safely, visit www.es�.org

Transfer switches isolate utility power and generator power to prevent backfeeding, which can be deadly. 
Backfeed can follow wires and harm those nearby, including utility workers making repairs. Transfer 

switches also protect the home from electrical �res caused by short circuits and improper connections. 
Transfer switches should only be installed by a quali�ed electrician.

DON’T OPERATE YOUR GENERATOR WITHOUT A TRANSFER SWITCH

When you have lost power, a 
generator can provide the
electricity you need to keep your 
home warm and power your ap-
pliances. However, if a generator 
is not used properly, it may 
present serious hazards. Safe 
Electricity provides tips to on 
using a portable generator safely. 

A portable generator is usually gas 
powered and is movable. Before 
putting it to use, read and follow 
all manufacturer instructions. Also, 
check the cords for damage and 
ensure that the device is able to 
handle the wattage or amperage of 
the appliances that you plan to use. 
Your generator should have more 
output than the wattage of the elec-
tronics you will plug into it. Make 
sure there is nothing plugged into 
the generator when turning it on.

Perform regular maintenance on 
your generator. It is recommended 
that a generator be operated once a 
month for 10 minutes to ensure it 
is running properly. 

Always make sure that the 
generator is grounded and used in a dry area. Use a 
generator only when necessary during moist condi-
tions. Protect the generator by operating it under 
an open, canopy-like structure and on a dry surface 
where water cannot form puddles or drain under it.  

Never to connect your portable generator to the 
structure directly. This can result in potentially deadly 
backfeed. Backfeed occurs when electricity gets fed 
back through the electrical system and meter into the 
power lines creating a hazard to line workers and oth-
ers who may be near downed lines.

Remember to shut down your generator and give it 
time to cool before refueling. Always store your fuel 
away from the generator in an approved, non-glass 
safety container with a charged fire extinguisher near-
by. Never operate your generator near flame-producing 
devices, and be sure not to smoke nearby.  

Never use a portable generator indoors, and remember 
that opening a window or door or turning on a fan will 
not produce enough fresh air to reduce the danger of 
carbon monoxide emissions. Never run the generator 
nearby windows or doors that can draw the carbon 
monoxide back indoors. It is a good idea to clear at 

least three to four feet on all sides of the generator to 
allow for ventilation.
 
Install a battery-operated carbon monoxide detector 
and test it often, but also know and be on the lookout 
for the signs of carbon monoxide inhalation. Symp-
toms include dizziness, nausea, headaches, and lethar-
gy. If you suspect that you or someone you are with is 
showing these symptoms, get some fresh air and seek 
medical attention.  

For more information on electrical safety, visit 
SafeElectricity.org.

Safely Operating 
Your 

Portable 
Generator

Happy New Year!

Director John Blakeman receiving his 
NRECA Board Leadership Certificate.

Custer Public Power District’s Board of Directors 
take their responsibility serious when representing the 
customers/owners who voted them into their Board 
positions. 

Director Blakeman has already completed the classes 
to be a Certified Cooperative Director.  With complet-
ing the Board Leadership Certification, he can take 
classes to receive the Director Gold Credential.

Congratulations, Director Blakeman!

Public Power, Your Power working for you!
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CUSTER CURRENTS
Newsletter of the 

CUSTER PUBLIC POWER 
DISTRICT

Broken Bow, NE - Phone 872-2451
www.custerpower.com

Serving Custer, Loup, Blaine, Thomas, 
Hooker, McPherson, Logan and parts of 

Sherman, Garfield, Brown, Cherry, 
Lincoln, and Dawson Counties

Officers & Directors
Brad Bartak, Merna...................................President
John Blakeman, Merna.....................Vice President
Greg Smith, Milburn.................................Secretary 
Brad Howard, Litchfield...........................Treasurer
Tom Roberts, Loup City...................Asst. Treasurer
Lloyd Ramsey, Broken Bow.......................Director 
Wayne V. Licking, Thedford.......................Director

Staff 
Rick Nelson..................................General Manager

Tom Knott............................Director of Operations 
and Loss Control

Cheryl Taylor.......................Director of Finance 
and Administration

Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in 
the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board 
is available for public inspection during business 
hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature 
or conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board 
of Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

1 cup quinoa 
1 1/2 cups cold water salt to taste 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 cup cubed fully cooked ham 
1/2 cup diced red bell pepper 
1/2 cup chopped green onion, white 
and green parts separated 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1 tablespoon rice vinegar
 1 tablespoon soy sauce, or to taste 
1 teaspoon chile-garlic sauce (such 
as Sriracha®), or more to taste (optional) 
1 teaspoon sesame seeds, or to taste (optional)

Rinse quinoa in cold water for about 1 minute and drain well.

Place in a saucepan and cover with 1 1/2 cup cold water and salt. 
Bring to a boil and reduce heat to low. Simmer, covered, until 
quinoa is tender, about 15 minutes. Remove from heat and let sit 
for 5 minutes.

Fluff quinoa with a fork and set aside.

Heat vegetable oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Cook and 
stir ham, red bell pepper, and the white parts of the green onion 
until the ham begins to brown, about 5 minutes. Set chopped green 
onion tops aside. Add garlic, remove from heat, and stir until garlic 
becomes aromatic, 1 or 2 minutes.

Recipe can be found on allrecipes.com website.

Pork Fried Quinoa

45 minutes prep   4 servings     287 cals

New Year’s 
Resolution
Recipe


