
the communities that are in our 
service territory. We have en-
joyed being in parades, teach-
ing about electrical safety to our 
fire departments and schools 
and helping engage the area 
youth. Custer PPD is commit-
ted to sending area high school 
students to the NREA Halsey 
Leadership Camp, sponsoring 
a student to attend the NRECA 
Washington, D.C. Youth Tour, 
Line Worker Scholarships, and 
the Mobile STEM Trailer for 
our service territory schools.   
Custer PPD supports our lo-
cal Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Departments, our local 4-H     
organizations, and numerous 
other community events in our 
service territory.  Simply put, 
public power is community 
power.

For 75 years Custer Public 
Power District has powered 
progress and Custer PPD looks 
forward to empowering 75 
more.  

May your lights shine bright
 this Holiday Season and 

into the New Year.

General Manager 
Rick Nelson
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Reflecting back on 2019, it 
will be a year that many 
Nebraskans will not forget.  
#NebraskaStrong became the 
new motto but it is reflective of 
the mind-set of our past, the 
present, and the future.  Custer 
Public Power District is finish-
ing our 75th year of providing 
electricity to rural Nebraska. 
This was the year Custer PPD 
remembered where we started 
and looked ahead to where we 
want to go.  
 
Nebraska has been, is, and will 
remain strong because of our 
sense of community.  Custer 
Public Power District takes 
pride in being part of the rural 
Nebraska community and serv-
ing our neighbors, friends, and 
families.   Just like Frank Hau-
mont, Bryan Holmes, Ira Cool, 
M. L. Gould, Clarence Rodine, 
Vance Smith, and Roy Rhodes,  
the first Directors for the Custer 
Public Power District who had 
a vision of getting electricity to 
each family in the Custer PPD 
service territory. Their sense 
of community helped open the 
doors for growth - economically 
and socially - for rural Nebraska 
with the installation of power 
lines and equipment.  Their 

vision would help power the 
Custer PPD service territory to 
what it is today.  Today, Custer 
Public Power District maintains 
the commitment of the first 
Directors.  Custer PPD wants 
to take care of our communities 
and empower progress for the 
future.   

There are several projects 
happening in our district cur-
rently and in the next five years 
that will ensure that Custer 
Public Power District is doing 
its part to empower the com-
munities and those we serve 
in our service territory.   Those 
projects include removing old 
copper line, upgrading line, 
rebuilding substations,  improv-
ing line construction to better 
handle Nebraska weather, and 
improvements to communica-
tions from our equipment in the 
field to the main office.  All these 
things help assure that Custer 
PPD will be able to meet the 
growing power needs of our 
customer-owners and to provide 
the most efficient and reliable 
service available.   

Besides providing power and 
infrastructure improvements, 
Custer PPD is committed to 



Don’t Be Bamboozled 
When making payments online! 

Custer Public Power District accepts credit, debit, as well as e-check online or the phone.  

Website www.custerpower.com   Phone  1-877-318-5854 

 

 

Customer Warning 
There are 3rd party sites mimicking our website address and online payment process. 

Custer PPD    3rd Party 

Credit, Debit, E-check   E-check only (Credit & Debit can’t complete) 

Payment posted 3-5 DAYS  Payment posted 3-4 WEEKS 

Fee $3.95/$400   Fee $8.75 

 

 

Note: if you pay through a 3rd party site and payment is not received on time, late charges and disconnect still apply. 
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Don’t be BamboozledBamboozled,
When making payments online!

Ours

Not O
urs

Make sure to read 
the fine print.
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Custer Public Power District
will be closed 

December 25th 
and 

January 1st.

To report outages and 
after-hour

emergencies call 
1-888-749-2453.

photo byKelseyVere from Pixabay

Never connect a standby generator into your 
home’s electrical system.  There are only two 
safe ways to connect a standby generator to 
your equipment.

Stationary Generator:
An approved generator transfer switch (dou-
ble throw), which keeps your house circuit 
seperate from the electric supply, should be 
installed by a professional.

Portable Generator:
Plug appliance directly into the outlet provid-
ed on the generator.

Set up and run your generator in a well-
ventilated area outside the home.  Make sure 
it’s out and away from your garage, doors, 
windows, and vents.  The carbon monoxide 
generated is deadly.

Use a heavy-duty extension cord to connect 
electric appliances to the outlet on the 
generator.

Start the generator first before connecting 
appliances.
     
                                   Source:  SafeElectricity.org

Generator
Safety
Tips
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Newsletter of the 
Custer Public Power District

Broken Bow, NE - Phone 872-2451
www.custerpower.com

Serving Custer, Loup, Blaine,Thomas, Hooker, 
McPherson, Logan and parts of  Sherman, Garfield, 

Brown, Cherry, Lincoln, and Dawson Counties

Officers & Directors
Brad Bartak, Merna....................................President
John Blakeman, Merna......................Vice President
Greg Smith, Milburn..................................Secretary 
Brad Howard, Litchfield............................Treasurer
Tom Roberts, Loup City...................Asst. Treasurer
Lloyd Ramsey, Broken Bow........................Director 
Wayne V. Licking, Thedford........................Director

Staff 
Rick Nelson...................................General Manager 
Jerry Spanel..............................Operations Manager
Cheryl Taylor.......................Director of Finance and 

Administration
Dustin Miller..................................Purchasing Agent

Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in 
the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board 
is available for public inspection during business 
hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature or 
conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board of 
Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

Slow-Cooker 
ChiCken TorTilla Soup
INGREDIENTS
1 lb. boneless skinless chicken breasts
1 15-oz. can black beans, rinsed
1 c. frozen corn
2 bell peppers, chopped
1 white onion, chopped
1 15-oz. can fire-roasted tomatoes
1/4 c. freshly chopped cilantro, plus more for garnish
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 tbsp. cumin
1 tbsp. chili powder
1 tsp. kosher salt
2 c. low-sodium chicken broth
1 c. shredded Monterey jack
1 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil

3 small corn tortillas, cut into strips
Sliced avocado, for serving
Sour cream, for serving
Lime wedges, for serving

DIRECTIONS
In a large slow cooker, combine chicken, black beans, 
corn, peppers, onion, fire-roasted tomatoes, cilantro, 
garlic, cumin, chili powder, salt, and chicken broth.

Cover and cook on low until chicken is cooked and falling 
apart, 5 to 6 hours.

Shred chicken with a fork, then top soup with Monterey 
Jack and cover to let melt, 5 minutes more.

Meanwhile, make tortilla crisps: In a large skillet over
medium heat, heat oil. Add tortilla strips and cook until 
crispy and golden, 3 minutes. Transfer to a paper towel-
lined plate and season with salt.

Serve soup topped with tortilla crisps, avocado, sour 
cream, cilantro, and lime.

Recipe can be found on www.delish.com

photo credits John Komar


