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From time to time one hears a 
suggestion in the legislature 
that Nebraska's public power 
districts should become pri-
vate electric companies.
Allow me to tell you a story 
about the origins of public pow-
er and the benefits Nebraskans 
enjoy because their electric 
utilities are locally owned and 
locally controlled.

In the early days of electricity in 
Nebraska, private shareholder-
owned, for-profit electric com-
panies served mainly towns 
and urban areas. In 1933, the 
Nebraska legislature and U.S. 
Senator George Norris realized 
that the private companies were 
not going to serve rural cus-
tomers because they could not 
make a profit there.

Senator Norris developed state 
laws that gave people the ability 
to form public power districts 
and rural electric cooperatives.  
The Legislature also gave pub-
lic power the right of eminent 
domain and ensured that Ne-
braska would be a completely 
public power state without 
having to rely on private electric 
companies making a profit in 
order to get electricity. By that 
time, electricity had become a   
necessity for modern life rather 

than a luxury item. 

Nebraskans don’t have to buy 
stock to have a say in their 
electric utilities.  Citizens elect 
the Boards of Directors of Public 
Power Districts, which helps 
assure their continued focus 
on low-cost electricity with lo-
cal control and reliable service 
rather than shareholder profit.  

That may not sound very excit-
ing these days when we take 
electricity for granted and have 
forgotten all the struggle that 

was required to electrify small 
towns and the countryside, but 
it is still deeply rooted in 
Nebraskans’ commitment to one 
another. 

Local Control - We are the 
Owners
The term "Public Power" means 
Nebraska's electric utilities are 
owned by “we, the people” - 
each of us. We, the consumers, 
big or small, residential or com-
mercial, are the owners. That 
gives all of us power to shape 
the futures of our communities. 

Affordable - Not-for-Profit
Public power utilities operate 
on a not-for-profit basis - at 
cost.  Their first loyalty and 
highest duty is to us, the con-
sumers who own the business. 
You won't receive that kind of 
service and respect from for-
profit utility companies whose 
main goal is to make money for 
shareholders who primarily live 
elsewhere.  

Reliable - Three Flavors of 
Public Power
Public power utilities come in 
three forms in Nebraska which 
makes public power reliable. 

A municipal utility system is 
similar, except that it is a divi-
sion of city government with 
operations that are pretty much 
confined to the city limits. The 
Board of Directors of a munici-
pal utility is made up of elected 
officials or officials who are 
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appointed by the elected city 
council or mayor.

Nebraska has a few electric 
cooperatives, primarily along 
the western and northern edges 
of the state.  Cooperatives are 
also not-for-profit but rather than 
being entities of local govern-
ments, they are private corpora-
tions that use the not-for-profit 
cooperative business model.  
Cooperatives are owned by the 
members, who elect the board 
at their annual meetings.

Public power districts, which 
cover all or part of a county or 
several counties, are much like 
a school district in that the busi-
ness they operate is owned by 
the public and governed by a 
board of directors. The consum-
ers of the district elect the direc-
tors of their PPD board during 
the general election.

Released in May of 2018 by 
U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration, Nebraska was 
#1 in power grid reliability in 
2016.  It is cooperation between 
entities that provide generation, 
transmission, and distribution of 
your electricity. At Custer Public 
Power District your electricity 
comes from different entities op-
erating as a team.  NPPD is the 
wholesale supplier and brings 
the power to our area through 
high voltage lines.  Custer 
Public Power District buys it 
at wholesale rates and then 
distributes it to you, adding the 
cost of distribution — the lines, 
poles, and trucks.   

The cost of the electricity itself 
is about 60% of your total bill 
every month.  It’s in that approx-

imate range just about every-
where in the United States. 

Nebraska Public Power District 
(NPPD) was formed to serve 
local (retail) power districts 
and co-ops by providing them 
wholesale electric power, which 
can be generated much more 
efficiently and cost-effectively 
with larger power plants.    

Some of these rural public 
power districts and cooperatives 
are served by a generation and 
transmission cooperative whose 
main function is to move energy 
from power plants to local sys-
tems. The Nebraska Generation 
and Transmission (NEG&T) co-
operative purchases wholesale 
power from NPPD and passes it 
to its members. 

Having organizations like NPPD 
gives consumers enormous ad-
vantages of scale and technical 
sophistication.  Custer PPD, like 
all the other PPDs in Nebraska, 
is not an isolated operation.  It 
is part of a larger network that 
pools all kinds of resources for 
the good of the consumers.  

Being in that network also gives 
us a certain measure of our 
own “energy independence and 
helps with reliability.”  When 
we need to buy power, we are 
not at the mercy of out-of-state 
utility holding companies whose 
focus is maximizing profits for 
the next quarterly dividend.  

Custer PPD was formed in 1944 
by the consumers in central Ne-
braska to serve themselves and 
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their neighbors. Later it grew to 
include all or part of 13 counties.

We are governed by seven local 
directors who are elected locally 
to serve six year terms, all of 
whom receive their power from 
Custer PPD. They are consum-
ers who represent their fellow 
consumers and pay the same 
electric rates as every other con-
sumer.  

Nebraska has the unique 
distinction of being the only 
state in the Union that re-
ceives 100% of its power from 
consumer-owned utilities. This 
is why residential electric rates 
in Nebraska are lower than our 
neighboring states. The few 
states with electric rates lower 
than Nebraska's generally have 
the geographic good fortune of 
being near huge hydro-electric 
resources, like the Columbia 
River in the Pacific Northwest or 
huge coal fields as in Kentucky.

Nebraska's public power story 
proves that here in rural Nebras-
ka, we know how to take care 
of ourselves, take care of each 
other, take care of our communi-
ties, and take care of business. 
It's a great story. Please help 
pass it on to the next generation 
of Nebraskans.

We have a simple choice.  Do 
you want a utility owned and 
operated by the people they 
serve and who live in places like 
Broken Bow, Scottsbluff, and Lin-
coln?  Or, do you want an electric 
utility that serves those areas, 
but answers to masters on Wall 
Street or in the financial capitals 
of Europe and China? Infograph from McLendon Hardware/pinterest
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Newsletter of the 
Custer Public Power District

Broken Bow, NE - Phone 872-2451
www.custerpower.com

Serving Custer, Loup, Blaine,Thomas, Hooker, 
McPherson, Logan and parts of  Sherman, Garfield, 

Brown, Cherry, Lincoln, and Dawson Counties

Officers & Directors
Brad Bartak, Merna....................................President
John Blakeman, Merna......................Vice President
Greg Smith, Milburn..................................Secretary 
Brad Howard, Litchfield............................Treasurer
Tom Roberts, Loup City...................Asst. Treasurer
Lloyd Ramsey, Broken Bow........................Director 
Wayne V. Licking, Thedford........................Director

Staff 
Rick Nelson...................................General Manager

Tom Knott.............................Director of Operations 
and Loss Control

Cheryl Taylor.......................Director of Finance and 
Administration

Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in 
the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board 
is available for public inspection during business 
hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature 
or conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board 
of Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

Instructions

Heat oven to 350°F. Pour sprinkles into a shallow bowl. 
Unwrap Hershey’s Hugs and set aside.

Combine butter, sugar and ½ teaspoon vanilla extract in 
bowl. Beat at medium speed, scraping bowl often, until 
creamy.

Add flour; beat at low speed, scraping bowl often, until 
well mixed.

Shape dough into small 1-inch balls (I use a small ice 
cream scoop).

Roll balls of dough in sprinkles, patting sprinkles gently 
onto any areas where sprinkles have not adhered. You 
want to have the little balls pretty much completely 
covered with sprinkles.

Place 2 inches apart onto ungreased cookie sheets. Bake 
14-18 minutes or until bottoms are lightly browned.

Remove from oven and let cool for a minute or two then 
quickly place a Hershey’s Hug in the center of each 
cookie, barely pressing down (about ¼ inch or less!) into 
the cookie. Don’t be tempted to press the kiss too deeply 
into the cookies as they will crack at the edges. If you do 
have any cracking, gently push the crack back together 
while the cookies are still warm. To keep the kisses from 
melting, transfer cookies to a plate or small cutting board 
and refrigerate for 20 minutes. If you don’t refrigerate 
them, the kisses will take quite a while to firm up. Be 
careful when you move them so the kisses don’t collapse 
or distort in shape from the movement.

Servings: 48 cookies
Calories: 96 kcal

Recipe can be found at https://thecafesucrefarine.com/easy-
valentine-shortbread-cookies/
Adapted from Land O’Lakes

Ingredients
1 cup salted butter softened
⅔ cup sugar
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
2 cups all-purpose flour
½ cup red pink and white 
nonpareil (sprinkles)
1 10- ounce bag Hershey’s Hugs

Share a Kiss with Your Valentine!

Easy Valentine Shortbread Cookies


