
Sometimes we have to look 
in our past to see where we 
are going in the future. The 
2019 budget marks the begin-
ning of a renewal of sorts for 
two different materials - wood 
poles and wire, and growth 
in rural areas. It also marks 
the first budget in a long time 
without an increase in rates. 
Remember, 2018 was the last 
rate increase I was going to 
ask for from the board in my 
career.

Wood poles - some wood 
poles on Custer Public 
Power’s system have been 
there since the 30’s and 
40’s. That’s a long time for 
wood to still be useful.  A story 
I like to share is how poles 
installed back then compare to 
today’s poles. In some sense, 
those original poles are much 
stronger than poles today. I 
don’t have a scientific expla-
nation, but just a feel. During 
the early years, poles were 
harvested from old growth 
forests. This means the growth 
rings are much tighter together 
thus somewhat stronger.  The 
poles today are not original old 
growth wood, with growth rings 
that are wider apart. Now that 
doesn’t mean the same 35-
foot pole put in today will fall 
down or the old pole will stand 
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longer, because the wood pole 
specifications for strength are 
still the same. However, today’s 
poles are bigger in circumfer-
ence than older poles making 
up for the strength differential. 

Why am I discussing wood 
poles and who cares about this 
history? Starting in 2018, Custer 
Public Power has increased its 
pole testing.  While we tested 
some poles in the past, with to-
day’s technology we now know 
how many poles we need to 

test each year to make sure we 
are in a 12-year cycle. How do 
you make wood last for a long 
time? You treat it, that’s what we 
do with poles.  In 2019, we’ve 
increased the number of poles 
to be tested and treated.

Wire – copper, and more spe-
cifically copper-weld conductor.  
Again, looking back in history, 
the early 40’s and 50’s,  almost 
all aluminum went towards the 
war movement which was just 
about the time rural America 
was getting their lights turned 
on for the first time. There was 
a lot of line built and services 
installed during that time. With-

out aluminum, copper was used 
to make the wire with some 
still in service today.  The wire 
wasn’t all copper though, small 
amounts of steel were added to 
give the wire the ability to stay 
in the air. This wire came to be 
called copper-weld wire. I know 
here at Custer Public Power 
District, we still have about 100 
miles of that kind of wire still 
serving customers. 

In today’s world, after many 
years of service and galloping in 
the wind and ice, the old cop-

per-weld wire becomes not 
only elastic, but also brittle.  
From a safety perspective, 
this wire tends to get “thin” 

or brittle at the point where it’s 
tied to something like an insula-
tor. This is one very good rea-
son Custer Public Power District 
will not work on any structure 
with copper-weld wire while the 
line is energized. 

One of the plans, as Custer 
Public Power moves forward 
in maintaining and keeping the 
system safe and reliable is to 
replace this type of wire. We’ve 
laid out a 10-year plan to re-
place this conductor starting in 
2019.  While moving forward 
Custer Public Power remem-
bers that this kind of wire is 
what built the system, 

Looking to the Future
By Rick Nelson

“Custer Public Power District 
looks forward to 2019.”
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getting electricity to the farms 
and ranches in our service terri-
tory.

Starting in 2019 Custer Public 
Power will renew our system 
with maintaining wood poles and 
replacing the wire that estab-
lished rural electricity in our 
service territory. In addition to 
improving lines and structures, 
Custer Public Power District has 
plans to replace a substation in 
the Halsey area in 2019.  This 
substation was originally built 
and then added on to during 
the push in the Purdum area.  It 
helped bring irrigation to places 
that either didn’t have electric-
ity or were running on diesel. 
Now, the Halsey substation is 
over-loaded with new power de-
mands.  Both transformers need 
to be replaced to handle the 
additional load not only in the 
Halsey area but in the Purdum 
area as well. The problem is 
the old substation structure will 
not be able to handle additional 
load or the size of transformers 
needed to handle the growing 
load in the Halsey and Purdum 
areas.  The Halsey substation 
will be constructed in time for the 
summer of 2019 when loads are 
expected to climb above safe 
operating levels. 

Custer Public Power District 
looks forward to 2019 and the 
many projects we have planned.  
Custer Public Power District 
remembers the past as we em-
power progress for the needs of 
the next generation. All of this 
without an increase in rates. 

Custer Public Power District 
wishes you a

wonderful 2019.
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Thank you 
Barb Jensen

for your 31 years 
of service.

Barb started her career with 
Custer PPD in the Customer 
Service department.  In 1992, 
she moved to the Engineering 
Department, where she stepped 
into Bob Anderson’s position. 
Barb eventually became the 
Engineering Supervisor 
following Jerry Chapin.

Barb plans to have more family 
time and continue her work with 
the Catholic Daughters.

Congratulations 
on your retirement!

Attention High School Seniors in the 
Custer Public Power District Area

Custer Public Power District is Seeking Applicants 
for the 

CPPD Utility Line Scholarship

Requirements for the Scholarship:
•  High School Graduate 
•  Parents or guardians are customers of    
   Custer Public Power District

Applications for the Utility Line Scholarship  
are available on CPPD’s website at       

www.custerpower.com or contact Tarin Burrows at 
308.872.2451 or tburrows@custerpower.com

The Custer Public Power District  
Scholarship Fund is administered by:   

Directors and Staff of CPPD

Deadline for submitting your application is 
March 1, 2019
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Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in 
the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board 
is available for public inspection during business 
hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature 
or conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board 
of Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

Ingredients:
Kosher salt
1 pound elbow macaroni 
1 stick (8 tablespoons) unsalted butter 
1/3 cup panko breadcrumbs 
1 1/2 cups half-and-half 
1/2 teaspoon ground mustard 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
3 cups shredded sharp Cheddar
8 ounces processed cheese such as Velveeta, cut into      
     1/2-inch pieces 
1/3 cup chopped pickled jalapenos 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro

Directions:
Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Cook the maca-
roni according to the package directions; drain.

Meanwhile, melt 2 tablespoons of the butter in a medium 
saucepan over medium heat. Add the panko and cook, 
stirring constantly, until golden brown, about 4 minutes. 
Transfer to a bowl.

Combine the half-and-half, mustard, garlic powder and 
remaining 6 tablespoons butter in the saucepan and bring 
to a bare simmer over medium-high heat. Add the Ched-
dar and processed cheese and stir until smooth. Stir in 
the macaroni and jalapenos and season with salt. Trans-
fer to a serving bowl and sprinkle with the panko and 
cilantro.

RECIPE COURTESY OF VALERIE BERTINELLI 
www.foodnetwork.com

Creamy Jalapeno Mac and Cheese


