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October 6 -12 is Public Power Week
Nebraska has the 
distinction of being the only 
state in the U.S. where every 
single home and business 
receives electric service from 
publicly owned utilities such 
as municipal utilities, elec-
tric cooperatives, or public 
power districts. 

Nebraska has 166 different 
community-owned utilities. 
Across the U.S., over 2,000 
publicly owned utilities serve 
more than 43 million people.

Affordable Rates
On a national average, pub-
lic power rates are lower than 
those of other utility companies. 
That’s because local, not-for-
profit utilities have the power to 
put their neighbors first. Keep-
ing energy costs affordable 
serves every community’s long-
term needs, and that’s what 
public power is all about. Locally 
owned utilities achieve afford-
ability by setting rates using 
community-controlled boards 
that hold public meetings, as 
well as financing improvements 
with municipal revenue bonds 
that are exempt from federal 
income tax.

Local Control
Public power utilities can be 
an economic boom to smaller 
communities. Local payments 
made in lieu of taxes help lower 
everyone’s tax burden, and util-
ity revenues get reinvested in 
programs and services that best 
suit local values and needs. 
Local public power utilities also 
create jobs. And since their 
office staff, customer service 
representatives and field crews 
are local residents, they’re able 
to provide the most reliable, 
responsive service. Local public 
power utilities and their employ-
ees contribute to their commu-
nities in many other ways, like 
offering energy efficiency pro-
grams for residents and busi-
nesses, creating partnerships 
with schools on energy edu-

cation programs, and 
providing financial as-
sistance for low-income 
services for qualifying 
customers.

Environmental 
Stewardship

Public power utili-
ties are uniquely po-
sitioned to help com-
munities create wise 
energy policies. They 
also recognize an 
obligation to safeguard 

not just the environment, but 
regional energy resources and 
the economic wellbeing of the 
communities they serve. That’s 
why public power utilities invest 
in clean energy alternatives and 
renewable resources like so-
lar, wind and biogas. And why 
they offer energy-saving pro-
grams, education, online tools 
and even cash incentives to 
help businesses and residents 
use energy smartly. For locally 
owned public power utilities, 
environmental stewardship is 
just part of making the commu-
nity a great place to live, work 
and play. Go to nepower.org to 
learn more about the Nebraska 
Power Association.

“Powering the Good Life”
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Employees recently recognized for 
Years of Service in 2019

   Cheryl Taylor     30 years
   Cindy Lindner    25 years
   Travis Lymber   20 years
   Jon Berghorst    10 years

Aaron Epley         10 years
Jacob Ross              5 years
Gordon Needs        5 years
Danyelle Pflaster  5 years

One of the reason’s for 
Custer Public Power District’s 

success is the dedication and longevitiy 
of it’s employees.

    Resiliency of the grid is one of 
the most popular concepts being 
talked about in the electric industry 
today. This concept recently made 
headlines in the wake of Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria, which caused ex-
traordinary damage to Puerto Rico’s 
electric grid resulting in the longest 
sustained outage in U.S. history. 
Lack of resilience became the go-to 
phrase to describe Puerto Rico’s 
grid. Here in Nebraska, what does 
grid resiliency mean for you?
     Resiliency is many things – it’s 
reliability in your electric service, it’s 
our ability to efficiently restore your 
power, it’s being able to meet the 
demands of new technology and 
it’s how we serve you with various 
generation sources without skip-
ping a beat. Ultimately, resilience 
is how we deliver on our promise 
to improve the quality of life for our 
member-owners.
     When it comes to having a re-
silient electric grid, it begins with a 
system that is designed and built 
to withstand high winds, powerful 
storms, cyber security threats and 
other disruptions that could result 
in outages. A resilient grid is also 
flexible and adaptable by allowing 
different types of generation – such 
as wind, solar, coal and hydro – to 
seamlessly work together to provide 
you with safe and reliable power. 
The way our systems react to ad-
vancements in technology – from 
demand response investments to 
serving the needs of electric vehi-

cles – all factor into the resilience 
of our grid.
     Resiliency is a 24/7, 
365-days-a-year task. Whether 
it’s the power lines, substations 
or generation facilities on our 
grid, it takes proactive mainte-
nance and investment to keep 
them running smoothly. With 
thousands of consumers without 
power for months, the lack of 
resiliency in Puerto Rico’s power 
grid wasn’t solely caused by hur-
ricane damage; it was the result 
of years of neglect in taking care 
of their system and preparing for 
a worst-case scenario. 
     In a similar way to how we 
maintain our vehicles with regu-
lar oil changes, inspections and 
tire rotations, a grid must also be 
properly maintained. Throughout 
the year, we regularly conduct 
pole and line inspections. Our 
goal is to find a problem before it 
becomes one. For example, if we 
find a weak pole that has dam-
age from termites, we replace 
that pole. Doing so ensures that 
pole is as strong – or as resilient 
– as it can be. 
     Living in Nebraska, we know 
that significant power outages 
can occur, especially as we enter 
winter season. Whether we’re at 
the mercy of rain, snow, and ice, 
we have confidence in the resil-
iency of our system to recover 
from the situation with as little 
disruption as possible. 
In the dictionary, resilience is 
defined as “the ability to bounce 
back, recover quickly and go 
back into shape or position after 
being stretched.” When it comes 
to providing our member-owners 
with resilient service, this is what 
we work toward – day in and day 
out! 

What is Grid 
Resiliency?



Ingredients
2 C Rolled oats
2 C Graham crackers
¼ C Flour
¼ C Brown sugar
1¼ C Butter, melted
1 C Pumpkin puree (not pumpkin pie filling)
1 Can (14 oz) Eagle Brand Caramel flavored con-
densed milk
1 tsp Pumpkin pie spice
3/4 C Nestle Caramel-filled chocolate chips
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Serving Custer, Loup, Blaine,Thomas, Hooker, 
McPherson, Logan and parts of  Sherman, Garfield, 

Brown, Cherry, Lincoln, and Dawson Counties

Officers & Directors
Brad Bartak, Merna....................................President
John Blakeman, Merna......................Vice President
Greg Smith, Milburn..................................Secretary 
Brad Howard, Litchfield............................Treasurer
Tom Roberts, Loup City...................Asst. Treasurer
Lloyd Ramsey, Broken Bow........................Director 
Wayne V. Licking, Thedford........................Director

Staff 
Rick Nelson...................................General Manager 
Jerry Spanel..............................Operations Manager
Cheryl Taylor.......................Director of Finance and 

Administration
Dustin Miller..................................Purchasing Agent

Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in 
the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board 
is available for public inspection during business 
hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature or 
conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board of 
Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

Directions
Preheat oven to 350°F.

In a medium-sized bowl, combine oatmeal, graham crackers, 
flour and brown sugar.

Prepare the crust mixture. Pour melted butter over dry ingredi-
ents and mix until thoroughly combined with a spatula. Re-
serve ¾ cup of the crust mix for the topping.

In a separate bowl, mix pumpkin puree with caramel flavored 
sweetened condensed milk and pumpkin pie spice. Stir until 
well combined.

Line a 9×13” pan with tin foil, covering the bottom and the 
sides. Pour crust mixture in the bottom of the pan and pat 
down firmly. Sprinkle ½ C caramel filled chocolate chips over 
crust.

Pour pumpkin filling on top of crust and spread out evenly. 
Cover with remaining crust mixture and chocolate chips.

Bake at 350° for 24-28 minutes until the top is golden brown. 
Remove from the oven and allow to cool completely before 
removing bars. Once cooled, you can lift the tin foil right out of 
the pan.

For deeper bars, you can cook this in a 9×9” pan, but baking 
times will need to be adjusted accordingly

Recipe can be found at:
https://beyondfrosting.coms

Caramel Pumpkin 
Pie Bars


