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February 2018

Here we are, February of 2018 already. If 
you’re like me you’re still trying to put 2018 
on your checks. 

In 2017, a lot happened for Custer PPD and 
for me personally. It’s been kind of a rebirth for 
me as your General Manager and a “doubling 
down” on our focus on the future of Custer PPD. 
Upon the recommendation of management, 
the Custer PPD Board voted to increase rates 
in 2018, which you will be seeing in the near 
future. This was only after major discussion of 
what we saw coming in the future.

Perhaps you are wondering, “Now 
this guy thinks he can predict the 
future?” No, that’s not it. That’s not 
a gift I have.  What we did was look 
at Custer’s system and take a re-
alistic approach to analyzing where 
we wanted it to be 20 years from now.  

The people, who built the solid founda-
tion that our generation of Nebraskans 
inherited, did not focus on the next 
quarter or the next annual report.  They lifted 
their eyes to the next decade, and the one after 
that, and the one after that.  That’s how you 
build greatness.

Most of what we focused on in our long range 
thinking was about making sure the system will 
be maintained in a way, so that we can continue 
using these poles and wires for as long as pos-
sible. Some parts of our system were built even 
before Custer PPD came into being.  Much of 
it was built in the first 20 years of Custer PPD’s 
life. To replace all of that would be cost-prohib-
itive, so the next best thing is to make sure we 

maintain it so well that it will keep running as 
long as possible.

Many miles of the early lines were copper. For 
several reasons, most prominently the material 
needs for gearing up to fight WWII, aluminum 
went to the war effort and we had only copper 
with which to build.  Sixty or 70 years of Nebras-
ka storms and weather have taken their toll on 
that copper. Copper also carries a safety con-
cern for our lineman. We think the wisest course 
is to replace that copper wire over the next ten 

years. We will also be rebuilding some of 
our major transmission lines over the 

next 20 years, so that these lines will 
last another 70 or 80 years.

As this construction occurs, there will 
be things that will interrupt our sched-

ule. We understand that, but at least 
now we have a good plan in place and 
can take it in stride.

Let’s talk about that rate increase for a 
minute. We are raising some rates an av-

erage of around 2.8%.  The reason I mentioned 
our 20 year plan is that we wanted to see what 
this construction schedule looks like when we do 
it over time.

My greatest desire is that this 2018 rate increase 
will be the last one I have to ask your board to 
approve in my tenure as your General Manager. 
Unless the sky falls on me and Custer, I don’t 
see a rate increase in the next 8 to 10 years. 
That’s how confident I am with this plan and with 
Custer’s position financially. 

To recap, our plan is to maintain what we have 

The Crystal Ball 
By Rick Nelson
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 The Custer Public Power District Scholarship Fund
 is administered by the Directors and Staff of CPPD.

 Applications for the Utility Line Scholarship  
 are available on CPPD’s website at custerpower.com    

contact Tarin Burrows at 308.872.2451   

Deadline for submitting your
application is March 1, 2018

Attention High School Seniors in the 
Custer Public Power District Area

 Custer Public Power District is Seeking Applicants for the  
CPPD Utility Line Scholarship

This Scholarship is for 1 or 2 Year Full Tuition

 Requirements for the Scholarship:

High School Graduate
Parents or Guardians are customers of

Custer Public Power District

so it lasts for another 70 or 80 years. That plan 
includes replacing the stuff we don’t think will last 
that long.  The plan is to do this without another 
major rate increase, at least for the physical part 
of our system.

Other things can happen, of course.  An un-
usually long spell of bad weather impacts our 
revenue and financial cushion.  Likewise, a rate 
increase for the wholesale cost of power.  Those 
are things we cannot control.  What I’m saying 
is, I am confident that the plan your board has 
approved will put a cap on rate increases for the 
things that we CAN control.

That said, I am confident in the management at 
our wholesale power supplier - NPPD, at least 
as far as we can see down the road for the next 
few years.  Of course, the power market that 
NPPD operates in could change. If it does, we 
plan to take advantage of any changes that 
might happen and reap any rewards that might 
come with those changes.
 

I’ve always been proud to be the General Man-
ager of Custer PPD. I’m also proud of the board 
and the employees. Without their help this kind of 
long term vision and a plan to realize it could not 
happen. With this bold new step, I truly am confi-
dent of where Custer is going in the future.

Custer Public Power is taking part in the 
“Have A Heart Food Pantry Challenge” sponsored by 
Adams Land & Cattle. We want to make an impact 
all across our service area and our employees will 
be donating items to food pantries or assisting or-
ganizations in our service territory. The Challenge
will run February 12 to the 23rd.

If you would like to join our team in restocking the 
shelves of area food pantries, please contact your 
local service center or simply drop your 
donations off there as well.

Thank you for helping us help others!

Have a Heart
Food Bank Challenge
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Energy Advisor is as easy as 1…2…3…
Just visit custerpower.com and look for the Energy Advisor link.  Energy Advisor breaks down your 

energy use into dollars and provides recommendations on how to save. 

Be Energy Wise.
Learn how you can save energy and money with Custer 
Power’s free Energy Advisor and Energy Resource Center.

. . .1  Take a quick survey 

. . .2  Explore your energy use

. . .3  Find easy ways to save

Our Energy Resource Center includes energy 

reference libraries, cost calculators and more.

Visit custerpower.com and start saving today.



PREP:15 minutes

INGREDIENTS:
1 oz (1 square) semisweet baking chocolate, plus 1/8 oz 
shavings (Bakers) 
4 oz Philly 1/3 less fat cream cheese, softened room 
temperature
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup light sour cream
1 large egg, room temperature

DIRECTIONS:

Preheat oven to 225F. Line a mini muffin pan with mini 
cups or mini muffin liners.

Melt 1 oz chocolate in the microwave in 30 seconds 
increments, stirring in between until chocolate has 
melted, about 1 1/2 minutes total.

In a bowl, using a hand mixer, beat the cream cheese 
and sugar, then add the sour cream and beat until 
smooth.

With a spoon, fold in egg (always folding under) and the 
melted chocolate and stir until smooth.

Spoon 2 tbsp in each cup. Bake 50 minutes, then turn the 
oven off and let the cheesecakes sit in the oven 30 min-
utes longer. Remove from oven and let cool completely 
before serving (2 hours or overnight in the fridge).

NUTRITION INFORMATION:
Yield: 12 mini cupcakes, Serving Size: 1 mini cupcake

Amount Per Serving:  65 calories
Total Fat: 4g  Saturated Fat: 2g  Cholesterol: 20mg
Sodium: 48mg  Carbohydrates: 6g  Fiber: 0g
Sugar: 6g  Protein: 1.5g

Read more at https://www.skinnytaste.com
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CUSTER CURRENTS
Newsletter of the 

CUSTER PUBLIC POWER 
DISTRICT

Broken Bow, NE - Phone 872-2451
www.custerpower.com

Serving Custer, Loup, Blaine, Thomas, 
Hooker, McPherson, Logan and parts of 

Sherman, Garfield, Brown, Cherry, 
Lincoln, and Dawson Counties

Officers & Directors
Brad Bartak, Merna.....................................President
John Blakeman, Merna.......................Vice President
Greg Smith, Milburn...................................Secretary 
Brad Howard, Litchfield.............................Treasurer
Tom Roberts, Loup City....................Asst. Treasurer
Lloyd Ramsey, Broken Bow.........................Director 
Wayne V. Licking, Thedford.........................Director

Staff 
Rick Nelson....................................General Manager

Tom Knott..............................Director of Operations 
and Loss Control

Cheryl Taylor.......................Director of Finance and 
Administration

Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in 
the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board is 
available for public inspection during business hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature or 
conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board of 
Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

FIVE-INGREDIENT CHOCOLATE 
CHEESECAKE CUPS


