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Presidential elections aren’t the 
only ones that matter.  State and 
local elections have a huge impact on 
our daily lives. 

Public Power plays a unique and 
special role in Nebraska. Custer 
Public Power District has three Board 
of Director posts that will be up for 
election November 6, 2018, in the 
General Elections.

Custer Public Power District’s 
Directors take their tenure serious
because they are the voice of the 
people who have elected them.  Each 
Director serves a six year term.

Each Director will learn the Public 
Power role in Nebraska. With mak-
ing the committment to be a Director, 
they will spend time understanding 
their role and responsibility, stay up-
to-date on key issues and trends in 
the industry, and prepare to face the 
challenges Public Power has now, 
and in the future.

The Nebraska Rural Electric Asso-
ciation and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association have meet-
ings and certificate programs that 
help each Director meet the 
obligations while serving on the 
Custer Public Power District’s Board 
of Directors.

Every July, we take time to reflect on our 
country’s history and remember how the 
actions of a few helped shape the way we 
live today. I think back on the rich history 
of the public power movement; and, how a 
small group of determined individuals were 
able to improve their quality of life, and the 
quality of life for all those who would come 
after.

Every day, Custer Public Power customers/
owners and employees pay homage to the 
legacy of our public power founders. And, 
because we are a part of a public power 
district, we know we have the power to im-
pact our present and shape the future just 
like those who came 
before us.

We leverage our 
collective power to 
get things done. We 
put together irriga-
tion projects that 
save our customers 
money in the long 
run. We participate in local economic devel-
opment groups and bring in Nebraska Public 
Power District to help facilitate strong part-
nerships. 

We work together partnering with other 
power districts, local businesses, and com-
munity organization to achieve economic 
development goals. Creating better oppor-
tunities and increasing the quality of life 
for our families and communities – just like 
our founding public power members did 74 
years ago.

We understand that the decisions we make 
today could greatly affect how future genera-
tions live. So, we invest in energy efficiency 
programs that protect our future generations 
while still providing high-quality, affordable 
electricity.  Some of these programs include 
heat pump rebates, insulation rebates, com-
mercial lighting rebates and many more.

Public Power Districts are helping to build 
the next generation of leadership through our 
Youth Tour Programs. Public Power Districts 
send high school students to Washington D.C., 
to meet with law makers and get an up-close 
view of how our government functions. Youth 
tour participants leave our nation’s capital 

feeling energized. 
It inspires them to 
make a difference 
in their communi-
ties and gives them 
a new perspective. 
Youth Tour pro-
vides young people 
from our com-
munities with an 

opportunity they may otherwise have never 
known.

All of these things, plus so much more, are 
what make-up the “Public Power Difference”. 
This Fourth of July, as we think about the fu-
ture of public power districts, and how we will 
continue to shape our country and our soci-
ety, Custer Public Power District remembers 
what it took to bring power to our communi-
ties and let the determination of those who 
came before us guide us.

The Public Power Difference
By Rick Nelson
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Allen Neth started his career 41 years ago at Custer Public 
Power. The Customer Service Metering Department will miss 
him.  Allen is looking forward to a more flexible summer and will 
not miss the demands of load control during irrigation season.  
Allen hopes to continue to serve area customers as a licensed 
and insured electrical contractor after retiring.  Serving is in 
Allen’s blood whether it is serving customers, his community, 
and in his church.  

Thank you Allen for your years of service!

Riley Ryan joined the Custer Public Power team in April.  Prior 
to joining Custer Public Power, Riley was working for Dawson 
Public Power.  Riley was the 2014 scholarship recipient for 
Custer Public Power and had interned at Custer Public Power 
before becoming a Lineman. Riley is working with Shane 
Sallach out of the Callaway Service Center.  Custer Public 
Power is glad to have him back.  

 
if in an Auto Accident 

with Power Lines

Learn more at

KNOW 
WHAT 
TO DO

If the car you are in hits a 
utility pole, your vehicle 

and the surrounding 
area can become 

energized. 

Even if  you do not touch lines
or equipment, you can still be 
killed or seriously injured.

1. Do NOT leave the car,   
     and warn others to stay away.

2. Call 911 to have 

      the utility notified.

3. Wait until a utility professional 

has told you it is safe. 

The only reason 

to exit the vehicle is 

if  it’s on fire. 

If the car is on fire, jump clear 

of the vehicle: with feet together, 

and without touching the car and 

the ground at the same time. 

Continue to hop away 

with your feet together 

as far as you can. 

Congratulations!
Retiring

New Hire
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             How and when you use electric energy can make a difference.

Nebraska’s electric system must be flexible to supply reliable power to 
homes, businesses, and industries under a wide variety of conditions. 

This takes a complex system of power plants, substations, transmission and distribution lines to get 
energy to where it needs to go. As an energy consumer, there are many things you can do to reduce 
energy usage, particularly during hot days in the summer months when demand for electricity is 
typically at its highest. 
These EnergyWiseSM tips include:

*  When temperatures top 90° F, find ways to reduce   
    your energy usage from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. when energy usage    
    is typically at its highest
*  Raise your thermostat to a higher setting and turn on fans 
*  Close drapes on windows that face the sun
*  Grill supper outdoors. Use your microwave instead of the  
    stove top or oven
*  Delay dishwashing until after 8 p.m.
*  Do laundry in the early morning or after 8 p.m.
*  Hang clothes outside to dry instead of using the dryer
*  Unplug appliances and shut off lights that are not in use
*  Do any baking early in the morning before it gets hot outside
*  Shower early in the morning or later in the evening

Custer Public Power wants you to get the most value for your 
money, each and every time you turn on a switch. It costs far less 
to save a kilowatt-hour than it does to build a new power plant to 
generate one.

For more information, contact Custer Public Power .

Operate Your Appliances When Energy 
Demand is Low
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CUSTER CURRENTS
Newsletter of the 

CUSTER PUBLIC POWER 
DISTRICT

Broken Bow, NE - Phone 872-2451
www.custerpower.com

Serving Custer, Loup, Blaine, Thomas, 
Hooker, McPherson, Logan and parts of 

Sherman, Garfield, Brown, Cherry, 
Lincoln, and Dawson Counties

Officers & Directors
Brad Bartak, Merna....................................President
John Blakeman, Merna......................Vice President
Greg Smith, Milburn..................................Secretary 
Brad Howard, Litchfield............................Treasurer
Tom Roberts, Loup City...................Asst. Treasurer
Lloyd Ramsey, Broken Bow........................Director 
Wayne V. Licking, Thedford........................Director

Staff 
Rick Nelson...................................General Manager

Tom Knott.............................Director of Operations 
and Loss Control

Cheryl Taylor.......................Director of Finance and 
Administration

Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public 
Power District Board of Directors is typically on the 
last Thursday of each month, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
in the main office in Broken Bow on Hwy. 2.

An agenda for each regular meeting of the board 
is available for public inspection during business 
hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature 
or conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board 
of Directors will set changes.  Any change in the 
monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal 
notice at the main headquarters building at Broken 
Bow and at each of the District’s area service 
centers located in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and 
Thedford, Nebraska.

Ingredients

20 golden Oreo cookies
3 tablespoons unsalted butter melted
8 oz cream cheese room temperature                 
    (I used Philadelphia)
1/4 cup powdered sugar
8 oz crushed pineapple drained                              
   (can also use 1/3 cup drained crushed                
    pineapple)
8 oz whipped topping
3.4 oz instant coconut pudding mix
1 cup milk 
1/2 cup toasted coconut 
cherries for garnish

Instructions

     Crush 20 golden Oreos and mix them with three table-
spoons of melted unsalted butter. Press into the bottom of 
an 8 by 8 glass baking dish.
     In a large bowl, mix together 8 ounces room tempera-
ture cream cheese, 4 oz whipped topping, the powdered 
sugar and the pineapple until fully combined. Evenly 
distribute over the Oreo crust.
     Mix together the milk and the coconut instant pud-
ding (you can even use the same bowl as from the cream 
cheese mixture without cleaning it). Let it sit for a few 
minutes before evenly spreading over the cream cheese 
layer.
     Top with the remaining 4 oz of whipped topping and 
then top with the toasted coconut. Refrigerate for a few 
hours before serving.

Pina Colada Lush

www.wineandglue.com/pina-colada-

Happy 4th of July!


