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Board Meetings
The regular monthly meeting of the Custer Public Power District Board of Directors is on the last 
Thursday of each month, beginning at 9:00 a.m.(CDT) in the main office in Broken Bow at 625 E 
South E on HWY 2.

An  agenda for each regular meeting of the board is available for public inspection during business hours.

In the event of matters of an emergency nature or conflicts with other meeting dates, the Board of 
Directors will set changes. Any change in the monthly meeting date will be posted in the legal notice at 
the main headquarters building at Broken Bow and at each of the District’s area service centers located 
in Callaway, Sargent, Stapleton and Thedford, Nebraska.
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As the Sandhills cranes fly high 
overhead, our contractor has 
chosen to fly low to the ground 
and in fact, next to our new 
wires on our project between 
Dunning and Seneca. They 
have installed bird diverters on 
the section between Halsey 
and Thedford and east of Sen-
eca.

We are excited to be about 
halfway done with this project 
and not wasting any time get-
ting the line prepared for the 
bird’s migration. Not only for 
the Sandhills Crane but also for 
other migratory birds.

A lot of work went into the prep-
aration and design of this line 
to look at the migratory birds 
and wetlands. More details are 
included in the article on page 
4 of this publication.

As we reach the halfway point, 
our attention turns to worry 
about traveling across the 
sandhills as the ground warms 
and the grass begins to show. 
We are taking precautions to 

make sure we mitigate the 
tracks across this area. We 
have our employees and a line 
inspection contractor making 
sure we are consistent with 
what we do daily in this area of 
the Sandhills.

With this project partially done, 
we can see how this cost-
effective design will decrease 
the impact to the environment 
and migratory birds, improve 
reliability due to weather while 
allowing Custer Public Power 
District to increase voltage and 
be able to serve the load in the 
Sandhills into the future.♦



There is no shortage of aged 
buildings in Nebraska’s rural 
communities.  Some are still in 
use; others have fallen to dis-
repair.  Most are not currently 
used for their original pur-
pose.  This is not the case for 
the Loup County High School 
(LCHS) building.  This grand 
old building is close to celebrat-
ing 100 years of education and 
continues to serve the county 
wide district.

The “new” school was built in 
1921-22, with the first graduat-
ing 12-year high school class 
matriculating in 1923.  The con-
struction included a basement 
(which was used as a gym-
nasium until the early 1960’s) 
and two floors of classrooms, 
including an assembly hall on 
the top level.  Lumber and brick 
were hauled by mule team and 
wagon from the railroad in Sar-
gent to complete the project.  

Since construction, the build-
ing has been studiously main-
tained, with minor interior 
changes, allowing the building 
to continue its century long 
service as a high school.  Con-
sequently, several multi-gen-
eration student families have 
passed through its halls.  With 
an enrollment of just over 70 
in PK-12th grades, this speaks 
volumes of the commitment 
Loup County residents have 

toward their 
school.

This year is 
no exception, 
all five LCPS 
Seniors are 
4th generation 
graduates. The 
five Seniors, 
who have all 
attended Loup 
County Public 
Schools since kindergarten, will 
graduate May 8th.  It is looking 
good for an in-house gradua-
tion, so these graduates have 
much to celebrate.  

Abby Allen is the daughter of 
Casey and Kathy (Kraus) Allen.  
Kathy graduated in 1980, she 
is the daughter of Robert and 
Arlene (Stone) Kraus. Robert 
graduated in 1951 and Ar-
lene in 1949. Robert’s mother, 
Abby’s great-grandmother, 
Vera (Lewis) Kraus was in the 
class of 1923. 

Shelby Keith is the daughter of 
Brandin, a graduate of 1999, 
and Michaela (Spencer) Keith. 
Brandin is the son of Jerry and 
Cleo (Lewis) Keith. Cleo gradu-
ated in 1965 and her mother, 
Shelby’s great-grandmother, 
Eleanor (Mansfield) Lewis in 
1930. Shelby’s grandmother on 
her mother’s side, Donna Da-
vis, graduated in 1970 and her 

great-grandmother, Margaret 
(Dilsaver) Davis in 1941. 
                                                                                                                                                      
Abigail Lewis is the daughter 
of Kent and Linda Lewis. Kent 
graduated in 1982 and is the 
son of Richard and Jeanette 
(Smith) Lewis, both graduates 
of LCHS, Richard in 1952 and 
Jeanette in 1955. Abi also has 
great-grandparents on both 
sides of her family tree that are 
LCHS alumni; Eleanor (Mans-
field) Lewis and Hazen Smith, 
graduating in 1930 and 1932, 
respectively.  

Weston Reineke is the son 
of Mike Reineke and Tansy 
(Dunbar) Deidel. Tansy is 
a 2002 alumni and is the 
daughter of Curt and Jeanne 
(Rhoades) Dunbar. Curt and 
Jeanne, Weston’s grandpar-
ents graduated in 1972 and 
1973.  Weston also has great-

The Custer Public Power District has 13 schools in its 8000 square miles of service territory.  The Custer 
Power STEM trailer usually makes its rounds during the school year but COVID-19 has put a temporary 
stop to going to each school. This year, Custer Power would like to bring the schools to you with articles 
from students in our service territory.

(continued on page 5)
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Thedford, Nebraska -- From 
mid-February to mid-April, one 
of the greatest events in our 
natural world occurs throughout 
the Sandhills region of central 
Nebraska – the migration of 
more than 500,000 sandhill 
cranes from their winter-feeding 
grounds in Texas to their sum-
mer breeding grounds in north-
ern Canada and Alaska. 

It’s out of respect 
for these beautiful 
birds and what they 
mean to Nebraskans, 
as well as bird lov-
ers throughout the 
world, that Custer 
Public Power District 
(Custer PPD), the 
largest rural public power dis-
trict in Nebraska, challenged 
Ulteig transmission engineers to 
develop a avian-safe design for 
the replacement of 38 miles of 
aging transmission line between 
Seneca and Dunning, Nebras-
ka. The line, which runs parallel 
along Highway 2, is situated in 
Nebraska’s famous Sandhills 
region, a semi-arid area encom-
passing 19,300 square miles 
that features rolling, grass-

Protecting the Sandhill 
Cranes While 
Creating Opportunities 
for the Future

Ulteig Engineers Help Custer PPD Replace 38 miles 
of Aging Transmission Line in the Heart of Sandhill 
Crane Country

Design and Engineering, Wildlife Analysis

covered sand 
dunes. 

Replacing this transmission 
line is part of Custer PPD’s 
long-term plan to modernize its 
electrical grid system. In ad-
dition to replacing equipment, 
such as the poles and conduc-
tor, the project involves upgrad-
ing the voltage of the line from 
34.5 kV to 69 kV, which gives 

Custer PPD more reliable and 
efficient electricity transmis-
sion; a new transmission line 
that will be good for at least 50 
years. Ulteig used transmission 
line design software to import 
survey data, model the trans-
mission line, confirm required 
electrical clearances were 
maintained (including avian pro-
tection clearances), and create 
design drawings. 

Construction on the project 
was launched in late November 
2020 and should be complete 
by April 2022. 

Because the new transmission 
line would be close to the Mid-
dle Loop River, Ulteig first con-
ducted a study of nearby wet-
lands, which included protected 

species such as the 
piping plover, whoop-
ing crane, and the 
northern long-eared 
bat. A separate avian 
protection study was 
conducted to assess 
the impact of the up-
graded transmission 

line on sandhill cranes, eagles 
and other birds in the area. The 
results of these studies were 
factored into the design.

Survey was another important 
part of the project. Ulteig’s field 
services group first performed 
a topographic survey of the 
project corridor which was 
incorporated into the design. 
Understanding landowner con-
cerns over erosion and dis-

photo credits Dee Carpenter

     "This line is constructed through some fragile land 
with many forms of wildlife and Ulteig's attention to 
detail and ability to address our concerns pertaining to 
the migratory birds that fly the area and the fragile soil 
of the Sandhills of Nebraska was really important to 
this project's success." 

 ~Rick Nelson, General Manager, Custer PPD~



grandparents on 
two sides, Curt’s 
father, L.D. Dunbar 
was in the class of 
1935 and Jeanne’s 
mother, Alice (Cole-
man) Tracy, gradu-
ated in 1955.  
                                                                                                                                                      
Dean Schroder is 
the son of John 
and Belinda Sch-
roder. John Jr. was 
a member of the 
class of 1989; he is the son of 
John and Sandra Schroder. 
John Sr. graduated in 1967. His 
mother, Dean’s great-grand-
mother, Laura (McCarthy) Sch-
roder was in the class of 1944. 

(continued from 
page 3)

 As one century of LCHS history 
comes to an end, Loup County 
looks forward to the next gener-
ation of students and memories 
being made…if the halls could 
talk. ♦

Left to right:  Dean Schroder, Shelby Keith, Abigail Lewis, 
Abby Allen, Weston Reineke   Photo credits Kristi Meeks
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turbing vegetation, the survey 
team traversed the corridor on 
foot to minimize environmental 
impact. They performed parcel 
boundary retracement surveys, 
road right-of-way retracement 
surveys, riparian rights retrace-
ment surveys, and prepared the 
documents necessary for ease-
ment acquisition.

Finally, the field services group 
completed preliminary pole 
staking for landowner and 
county review and final staking 
for construction.

To help facilitate this project, 
Ulteig also developed a custom-
ized, online, digital mapping 
system and construction ap-
plications that allowed Custer 
PPD and the general contrac-
tors to track every detail of the 
project. Ulteig created a GIS-
based project map, accessible 
from a desktop computer or a 
mobile device, to track numer-
ous factors along the transmis-
sion line corridor, including re-
routes, access, structure install 
status, landowner easements, 
special landowner instructions, 
construction notes, FAA per-
mitted structures and laydown 
areas for materials. 

While a large-scale transmis-
sion line upgrade project isn’t 
anything new to Ulteig, this 
project proves there are always 
opportunities to innovate. ♦



RHUBARD CRUMBLE   
    
SUBMITTED BY BONNIE SWENDENER OF MULLEN, NE

INGREDIENTS
3 c fresh or frozen rhubarb
1 c diced peeled apple
1/2 to 1c sliced strawberries
1/3 c sugar
1/2 tsp cinnamon

CRUMBLE
1/2 c flour
1 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp salt
4 T cold butter
2/3 c packed brown sugar
2/3c quick cooking oats 

DIRECTIONS
Combine rhubarb, apples, and strawberries, then 
spoon into a greased 8" square baking dish.  Com-
bine sugar and cinnamon, sprinkle over fruit mix-
ture.  Set fruit aside.

In a bowl, combine flour, baking powder, and salt.  
Cut in butter till mixture resembles coarse crumbs.  
Stir in brown sugar and oats.  Sprinkle over fruit 
mixture.  

Bake 350* until lightly browned 40 - 50 minutes.

HOMEMADE REUBEN SAUCE 
    
SUBMITTED BY 
BONNIE SWENDENER OF 
MULLEN, NE

INGREDIENTS
1c  mayonanaise
3/4c catsup
1 tsp dill relish
1 tsp dried onion flakes
1/4 tsp garlic powder
1/2 tsp lemon juice
1/2 tsp balsamic vinegar
black pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS

Mix well and refrigerate.

Sweet relish may be 
substituted with the dill 
relish.

boston baked beans

INGREDIENTS
2 cups navy beans
½ pound bacon
1 onion, finely diced
3 tablespoons molasses
1 teaspoons salt
¼ teaspoon ground black pepper
¼ teaspoon dry mustard
½ cup ketchup
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
¼ cup brown sugar

DIRECTIONS
Soak beans overnight in cold water. Simmer the beans in the same water 
until tender, approximately 1 to 2 hours. Drain and reserve the liquid.

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F 

Arrange the beans in a 2 quart bean pot or casserole dish by placing a 
portion of the beans in the bottom of dish, and layering them with bacon 
and onion. In a saucepan, combine molasses, salt, pepper, dry mustard, 
ketchup, Worcestershire sauce and brown sugar. Bring the mixture to a 
boil and pour over beans. Pour in just enough of the reserved bean water 
to cover the beans. Cover the dish with a lid or aluminum foil.

Bake for 3 to 4 hours in the preheated oven, until beans are tender. 
Remove the lid about halfway through cooking, and add more liquid if 
necessary to prevent the beans from getting too dry.

REUBEN sandwich
    
INGREDIENTS
sliced rye bread
butter
swiss cheese
corned beef
saurkraut
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RECIPESRECIPES  

DIRECTIONS
Butter one side of each slice of bread. 
On the non-butter side spread 
Homemade Reuben Sauce on each 
slice. Top half of the slices with 
cheese, corned beef, and sauerkraut. 
Top each sandwich with remaining 
slices, dressing side down. 

Heat a medium skillet over medium 
heat. Place a sandwich in skillet 
and cook until golden and cheese is 
melted, 3 minutes per side.



Share Your 
Recipes
Earn a free gift if we 
publish your recipe.

Mail to:   
Custer Public Power 
District 

      Att. Tarin Burrows
    P.O. Box 10
           Broken Bow, NE   
           68822
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How close is too close when 
there are downed power lines?  

Step potential is when volt-
age is the highest at the source 
and fades as the energy moves 
across the ground.  The further 
you are away from the source of 
energy the better. 

With downed power lines, dis-
tance is your best protection, 
and use the shuffle technique to 
move away from downed power 
lines. 

If you are in the vicinity of a 
downed power line, you must 
make small, shuffling movements 
with your feet close together 
and in contact with the ground 
at all times. Continue shuffling 
until you are at a safe distance: 
at least 100 feet away from a 
downed power line.  

Step potential can be deadly!
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Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CDT

Office will be closed on
Memorial Day.

For after hour emergencies
call 1-888-749-2453.


